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Two recently named Genera of Basidiomycetes. 

By Lucien M. Underwood. 

The publication of the parts of Die naturlichen Pflanzenfamilien 
relating to fungi have presented some phases of ancient practice 
still in use at Berlin that we supposed belonged only to the earlier 
ages of plant nomenclature. One of these is so prominent a viola- 
tion of all canons of nomenclature that we must pretest against it. 
It consists in widening the scope of a genus already established and 
then giving an uncalled-for new name to the group thus established. 

Kalchbrenner * gave the name Boletinus to a group of Boleti 
of which B. cavipes Opat. was the type. Later Peck "j" extended 
the genus so as to include other forms in which the pores were 
somewhat radially arranged and whose pore-layer separated with 
difficulty from the hymenophore. In the last issue of the Basidio- 
mycetes, J Herr Hennings has still further modified the genus so 
as to include Boletus cavipes Opat. which he places in "Sect. III. 
Boletinus Kalchbr." together with B. rufus Schaeff, B. luteus L. 
and other European and American species, and proceeds to baptize 
the whole combination with the name Boletopsis P. Henn. We 
are amazed that this sort of thing is permitted at a center where 
strict attention is supposed to be given to correct nomenclature 
and where specific rules have emanated that have had world-wide 
notice and criticism. Boletopsis P. Henn., is therefore a worse than 
useless synonym, and Boletinus Kalchbr. must stand in its place. 

Another error of an earlier issue of the same work, namely the 
establishment of the genus Kneiffiella P. Henn. needs correction 
and we take the task in hand the more readily because the first 
oversight of a previous genus of the same name in recent litera- 
ture here made by Herr Hennings, was made by us nearly a year 
prior to the date of publication of exactly the same name in Die 

*Icones sel. Hym. Hung., 52. 1877. 

fBull. N. Y. State Mus. 2 : 74. 1 88 9. 

% Engler-Prantl. Die naturlichen Pflanzenfamilien, I 1 **:I94. 1898. This 
awkward and needlessly complex form of citation for a volume is characteristically 
clumsy and indicates a lack of attention to detail which editors should never allow. 
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naturlichen Pflanzenfamilien. Herr Hennings has committed a 
double error in that he has not only overlooked the original publi- 
cation of Kneiffiella by Karsten, but also its establishment by us in 
1897 as a substitute for Kneiffia Fr., thus making it appear as a 
new generic name "Kneiffiella P. Henn." an exact equivalent of 
the generic name we had substituted. Herr Hennings has, how- 
ever, been careful to galvanize all the species under his new genus, 
a practice of literary revision always greatly to be deplored and 
especially unfortunate in this case, as the work will have to be 
done again. 

Since Kneiffiella as a substitute for Kneiffia Fr. is untenable in 
the presence of Kneiffiella Karst, * which was established for an 
entirely different plant which has not been included under Kneiffia 
Fr. we shall make another attempt to relieve the difficulty by pro- 
posing the following new generic name : 

PYCNODON. 

[Kneiffia Fr. Epicrisis systematis Mycologici, 529. 1838. Not 
Kneiffia Spach, Hist. Veg. Phan. 4 : 373. 1835 (Epilobiaceae).] 

[Kneiffiella Underw. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, 24: 205. 24 Ap. 

1897.] 

[Kneiffiella P. Henn. Die nat. Pflanzenf. i 1 ** : 139. 1898. 

Not Kneiffiella Karst. Krit. Ofversigt af Finlands Basids- 

vampar, 371. 1889.] 

The type of Fries' genus was Thelephora setigera Fr. Elench. 

Fung. 208. 1828, which is a synonym of T. aspera Pers. Mycol. 

Europ. 1 : 153 (excl. icon.). 1822. The type species will now 

be known as Pycnodon asperum (Pers.) 

* Kritisk Ofversigt af Finlands Basidsvampar, 371. 1889. The genus was mono- 
typic, founded on Hydnum barba-Jovis Bull. ( Odontia barba-Jovis Fr. ) . 
f From irvuvoc , crowded, and bdov; tooth. 



